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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 96.3

Import (imported, importation) into the
United States. To bring into the terri-
torial limits of the United States.

Region. Any defined geographic land
area identifiable by geological, politi-
cal, or surveyed boundaries. A region
may consist of any of the following:

(1) A national entity (country);
(2) Part of a national entity (zone,

county, department, municipality, par-
ish, Province, State, etc.)

(3) Parts of several national entities
combined into an area; or

(4) A group of national entities (coun-
tries) combined into a single area.

United States. All of the States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands
of the United States, American Samoa,
and the territories and possessions of
the United States.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579–0015)

[57 FR 28082, June 24, 1992, as amended at 57
FR 29785, July 7, 1992; 59 FR 67134, Dec. 29,
1994; 62 FR 56024, Oct. 28, 1997]

§ 96.2 Casings from regions where Af-
rican swine fever or bovine
spongiform encephalopathy exists.

(a) The importation of swine casings
that originated in or were processed in
a region where African swine fever ex-
ists, as listed in § 94.8 of this sub-
chapter, is prohibited, with the follow-
ing exception: Swine casings that origi-
nated in a region free of African swine
fever may be processed in a region
where African swine fever exists, if
processed in an establishment that
meets the criteria set forth in
§ 94.8(a)(3)(iv) of this subchapter.

(b) The importation of bovine cas-
ings, except stomachs, that originated
in or were processed in any region
where bovine spongiform
encephalopathy exists, as listed in
§ 94.18(a) of this subchapter, is prohib-
ited.

[58 FR 47031, Sept. 7, 1993, as amended at 59
FR 27970, May 31, 1994; 62 FR 46181, Sept. 2,
1997; 62 FR 56024, Oct. 28, 1997]

§ 96.3 Certificate for animal casings.
(a) No animal casings shall be im-

ported into the United States from any
foreign region unless they are accom-

panied by a certificate signed by either
(1) a veterinarian salaried by the na-
tional government of the region in
which the animals were slaughtered
and the casings were collected, and
who is authorized by the national gov-
ernment to conduct casings inspections
and issue certificates, and who has in-
spected the casings before issuing the
certificate and determined that the
casings meet the criteria described in
the Foreign Official Certificate for Ani-
mal Casings; or (2) a non-government
veterinarian authorized to issue the
certificate by the national government
of the region in which the animals were
slaughtered and the casings were col-
lected, who has inspected the casings
before issuing the certificate and deter-
mined that the casings meet the cri-
teria described in the Foreign Official
Certificate for Animal Casings. A cer-
tificate issued by a non-government
veterinarian is valid only if the certifi-
cate is endorsed by a veterinarian sala-
ried by the national government of the
region in which the animals were
slaughtered and the casings were col-
lected.

(b) All signatures on the certificate
shall be original.

(c) The certificate shall bear the in-
signia of the national government of
the region in which the animals were
slaughtered and the casings were col-
lected, and shall be in the following
form:

FOREIGN OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FOR ANIMAL
CASINGS

Place (City) —————————— (Region)
———— (Date) ————

I hereby certify that the animal casings
herein described were derived from healthy
animals (cattle, sheep, swine, or goats),
which received, ante mortem and post
mortem veterinary inspections at the time
of slaughter, are clean and sound, and were
prepared and handled only in a sanitary
manner and were not subjected to contagion
prior to exportation.

Kind of casings ———————————————
Number of packages —————————————
Weight ———————————————————

Identification marks on the packages ———
Consignor ——————————————————

(Address)
Consignee ——————————————————

(Destination)
Shipping marks ———————————————
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Signature: ——————————————————
Official issuing the certificate. (Non-govern-
ment veterinarian authorized to issue the
certificate by the national government of
the region in which the animals were slaugh-
tered and the casings were collected.)
Official title: ————————————————
Signature: ——————————————————
Official issuing the certificate. (Veterinarian
salaried by the national government of the
region in which the animals were slaugh-
tered and the casings were collected.)
Official title: ————————————————

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579–0015)

[28 FR 5986, June 13, 1963, as amended at 48
FR 57472, Dec. 30, 1983. Redesignated and
amended at 57 FR 28082, June 24, 1992. Redes-
ignated at 58 FR 47031, Sept. 7, 1993, as
amended at 62 FR 56024, Oct. 28, 1997]

§ 96.4 Uncertified animal casings; dis-
position.

Animal casings which are unaccom-
panied by the required certificate,
those shipped in sheepskins or other
skins as containers, and those found
upon inspection to be unclean or un-
sound when offered for importation
into the United States shall be kept in
customs custody until exported or de-
stroyed, or until disinfected and
denaturated as prescribed by the Ad-
ministrator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) in §§ 96.5
through 96.16.

[28 FR 5986, June 13, 1963. Redesignated and
amended at 57 FR 28082, 28083, June 24, 1992;
57 FR 29785, July 7, 1992. Redesignated and
amended at 58 FR 47031, Sept. 7, 1993]

§ 96.5 Instructions regarding handling
certified animal casings.

(a) Animal casings are not classed as
meat product, therefore the certificate
required for foreign meat product is
not acceptable for animal casings of-
fered for importation.

(b) Casings offered for importation
into the United States shall remain in
customs custody at the port until re-
leased by an APHIS inspector for ad-
mission into the United States or oth-
erwise disposed of as required by this
part.

(c) The provision that under certain
conditions casings which have been of-
fered for importation shall be exported,
shall be construed to mean the removal

of the casings from the United States
or its possessions.

(1) The provision that under certain
conditions casings be destroyed shall
be construed to mean the treatment or
handling of the casings in a manner to
take away completely the usefulness of
them as by tanking or incineration.

(2) The provision that under certain
conditions casings shall be disinfected
and denatured shall be construed to
mean such treatment and handling as
will be prescribed by the Adminis-
trator, Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service (APHIS) to free them
from pathogenic substances or orga-
nisms, or to render such substances
and organisms inert; and that the na-
ture of the casings be changed to make
them unfit for eating without destroy-
ing other useful properties. For in-
stance, each casing may be split
throughout its length and after dis-
infection, as above indicated, be re-
leased for industrial use.

(d) Dried intestines offered for impor-
tation into the United States for use as
gut strings or similar purpose are not
regarded as animal casings within the
meaning of this part. Such dried intes-
tines are classed with tendons, sinews,
and similar articles and are subject to
the provisions of part 95.

[28 FR 5986, June 13, 1963. Redesignated and
amended at 57 FR 28082, 28083, June 24, 1992;
57 FR 29785, July 7, 1992. Redesignated at 58
FR 47031, Sept. 7, 1993]

§ 96.6 Certified foreign animal casings
arriving at seaboard or border port.

(a) Properly certified foreign animal
casings arriving in the United States
at a seaboard or border port where an
APHIS inspector is stationed shall be
released for entry by the inspector at
the seaboard or border port.

(b) Properly certified foreign animal
casings arriving in the United States
at a seaboard or border port where no
APHIS inspector is stationed, which
are destined to a point in the United
States where an APHIS inspector is
stationed, shall be shipped in United
States Customs custody to destination
for release.

(c) Properly certified foreign animal
casing arriving in the United States at
a seaboard or border port where no
APHIS inspector is stationed, which
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